[Embolization of craniofacial arteriovenous malformations after the ligation of external carotid artery].
To introduce the method of retrograde embolization through the superficial temporal artery (STA) after the ligation of external carotid artery (ECA) for the treatment of craniofacial arterio-venous malformations (AVM). Seven cases of craniofacial AVM were included in the study. After the ligation of ECA, the STA was surgically accessed and a 4F (1F = 0.333 mm) sheath introduced into the artery, and N-butyl-2-cyanoacrylate (NBCA) was selected as the permanent embolization material. The angiogram was successfully carried out in these cases, which showed that some collateral branches from the ophthalmic artery of left internal carotid artery, vertebral artery and thyrocervical trunk provided the blood supply to the AVM nidus. The retrograde embolization with NBCA was completed. The vascular architecture of craniofacial AVM after the ligated ECA was better demonstrated in angiogram of vertebral artery. The retrograde embolization through STA was an effective method for the treatment of craniofacial AVM.